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Later I received a call from the American Statesman—they apologized for indicating me as the 
probable source of the red liquid in the lake. With my spirits and confidence restored, I asked if 
they would print the truth about the dye source so that I could remain living in Austin. They 
stated they would; however, their article appeared the next day on the back page of the City State 
section of the newspaper, so I don’t know how many people saw it. To this day, I still don’t 
know what happened to the dye from my test; however, I expect any day to receive a call that 
many red salamanders were found dead at the bottom of Barton Springs. This incident occurred 
26 years ago, but my paranoia causes me to believe that some people still blame me for the red 
Town Lake. Worse than that, I occasionally have the feeling that Panda the red dog is hunting 
me down to seek revenge. 
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Gravity—A Personal Encounter 

C.M. Woodruff, Jr. 

I got my start as a "professional" geologist (that is, paid for services) in a job with the Tennessee 
Division of Geology back in the summer of 1966. I had a brand-new B.A. degree and plans to 
start graduate school in the fall. Astonishingly enough, that first job was in Geophysics! I drove 
around the state with a Worden gravimeter, collecting raw data for a statewide gravity map 
(Johnson and Stearns, 1967). Because gravimeter readings are highly sensitive to both elevation 
and latitude, I always tried to set up the instrument at a U.S. Geological Survey (or Tennessee 
Valley Authority) benchmark. This often meant making readings (and making a spectacle of 
myself) in public places: Courthouse squares, major crossroads, in front of country stores in 
small Tennessee hamlets, and the like. 

Unlike Texas, with its long history of interactions among the geologic profession, petroleum 
production, and big money, Tennessee never has had the importance of geology imprinted on the 
public mind. Or, if the discipline is thought of at all in Tennessee, the connotations are mainly 
negative, given that State’s role in the Scopes Trial. Nonetheless, Texas and Tennessee share 
common traits among much of their rural populaces. These include suspicion regarding 
strangers, orneriness, and widespread senses of humor that might be described as somewhat 
perverse. Given these conditions, I enjoyed many "interesting" encounters with local folk, such 
as when I would pull up in front of a feed store at midday with the open gallery of the store 
occupied by an array of men seated on split bottom chairs or cola crates, whittling, chewing 
tobacco, and shooting the breeze. You can imagine the response from such a crowd when a 
stranger—a mere boy—would drive up and park in front of the store, get out of his car with a 
white can that looked like a lard stand, beat around in the kudzu until he located the bench mark, 
then remove from the can a shiny instrument that looked like a high-tech coffee percolator, put 
the device on an aluminum leveling dish, peer through an eyepiece, twist a knob, write a number 
in a little brown book, repack the device, get back in the car, and drive away. 

Only you could never just "drive away". You would always be called upon to account for your 
actions, and at that age, I had yet to learn the art of "creative evasion". I mean, the truth was 
difficult to assimilate.  "A gravity survey?" "For the State?" "Boy, what the hell you doing here?" 

One such encounter stands out in my memory. An old gentleman accosted me from his seat high 
on a John Deere tractor while I was kneeling down, working the device at a benchmark near the 
intersection of two county roads. Turning the vernier dial, I was dreading the conversation that 
was fated to follow. When I had recorded the data and was securing the instrument, he hailed me 
and said, "What are you looking down in the ground for?" I replied, "I'm not looking down in the 
ground. I'm running a survey for the State. Uh, I'm measuring the gravity."  He pondered that for 
the better part of a minute, and then opined, "I don't reckon you'll find any of that around here."  
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And I said, "Well, you've got a little of it everywhere."  To that he replied with a truly inspired 
question: "Son, you ain't going to tax it are you?" 

I've thought about that a lot since, especially how it would be when you got your end-of-year 
property tax, with a prorated surcharge for gravity usage. And what would happen if you were 
delinquent with your tax bill and they had to cut you off? 

Reference 

Johnson, R.W., Jr., and Stearns, R.G., 1967, Bouger gravity anomaly map of Tennessee:  
Tennessee Division of Geology (in cooperation with the Tennessee Valley Authority); 
contour interval = 5 milligals; scale = 1:500,000. 
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• topics: The focus of technical papers shall be on Central Texas geoscience topics or issues (geology, 
hydrogeology, environmental/engineering geology, and so on). If you are unclear if your idea for a 

technical paper will meet this requirement, please contact the Editor for guidance. We also welcome 

comments, notes, and reflections that would be of interest to our membership. 

• who can submit? Anyone from anywhere can submit a paper. However, AGS members are given 
preference for publication if the number of pages in the Bulletin becomes an issue. Non-AGS members will 

need to pay a $20 fee, plus any applicable page charges, if a paper is accepted for publication. Editors of 

the AGS Bulletin can submit papers but can not be involved in the review or assessment of their papers. No 
more than two papers per lead author can be published in any given year. 

• page charges: Page charges apply for any color graphics that require color for comprehension. If a 
graphic is in color but can be understood in grayscale, there will be no charge. The graphic will be in color 

in the online version of the paper but in grayscale in the printed version (unless the author pays the page 

charges to have the graphic in color in the hard copy version). The Editor will decide what is understood in 

grayscale and what is not. The page charge will be $10 per page of color. The page charge will be used to 

pay for the added cost of reproducing hard copies of the Bulletin with color figures to be included in AGS 

files and sent to the libraries of (1) the Bureau of Economic Geology, (2) the Department of Geological 

Sciences at The University of Texas at Austin, (3) Texas State University, (4) Austin Community College, 

(5) Geology Department at Texas A&M University, (6) U.S. Geological Survey Office in Austin, and (7) 

American Association of Petroleum Geologists. 

• graphics: All graphics and tables must fit on an 8.5 by 11 inch page with appropriate margins (one inch 
on each side). We will not publish plates. 

• style guide: The AGS Web page (www.austingeosoc.org) includes the style guide and suggestions to 
authors. Please read this guide and try to follow its suggestions. 

• length: Papers shall not be longer than 20 pages including tables and figures. We encourage shorter papers 
if possible. 

• peer reviews: Papers need to be reviewed by two reviewers before submission to the journal. They must 
be willing to be named as reviewers in the acknowledgments section of the paper. 

• copyright: Authors are required to submit a signed copyright form located at the AGS Web site. The form 
gives AGS the assurance that the work you are submitting is not previously copyrighted and does not 

contain copyrighted material or, if the paper does contain copyrighted material, you have written 

permission from the copyright holder to use the material in your paper. The copyright form leaves the 

copyright of your work with you and grants AGS permission to reproduce your work in the Bulletin. 

• deadlines: Papers and other unsolicited contributions need to be submitted to the Editor before the end of 

May, preferably sooner, to be considered for publication in the next Bulletin. Digital versions may be sent 
to editor@austingeosoc.org or hard copies can be mailed to: Bulletin Editor, c/o Austin Geological Society, 

P.O. Box 1302, Austin, Texas 78767-1302.  
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AGS publications are available through the Bureau of Economic Geology, Publication Sales, 
University Station, Box X, Austin, TX 78713-8924; (512) 471-1534; www.beg.utexas.edu. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Urban Flooding and Slope Stability in Austin, 
Texas by V. R. Baker, L. E. Garner, L. J. Turk, 
and Keith Young, Leaders. Guidebook 1, 1973, 
31 p. AGS 001, $7.50 

Cretaceous Volcanism in the Austin Area, 
Texas by Keith Young, S. C. Caran and T. E. 
Ewing. Guidebook 4, Revised Edition, 1982, 66 
p. AGS 004, $13.00 

Geology of the Precambrian Rocks of the 
Llano Uplift, Central Texas–Field Trip Notes 
by J. R. Garrison, Jr. and David Mohr. Includes 
road log and articles. Guidebook 5, 1984, 50 p. 
AGS 005, $10.00 

Hydrogeology of the Edwards Aquifer-Barton 
Springs Segment, Travis and Hays Counties 
by C. M. Woodruff, Jr. and R. M. Slade, Jr., 
Coordinators. Includes road log and articles. 
Guidebook 6, 1984, 96 p. AGS 006, $15.00 

Edwards Aquifer–Northern Segment, Travis, 
Williamson, and Bell Counties, Texas by C. 
M. Woodruff, Jr., Fred Snyder, Laura De La 
Garza and R. M. Slade, Jr., Coordinators. 
Includes road log and articles. Guidebook 8, 
1985, 104 p. AGS 008, $15.00 

The Cityscape–Geology, Construction 
Materials, and Environment in Austin, Texas 
by F. R. Snyder, Laura De La Garza and C. M. 
Woodruff, Jr., Coordinators. Includes road log 
and articles. Guidebook 9, 1986, 78 p. AGS 009, 
$12.00 

Paleozoic Buildups and Associated Facies, 
Llano Uplift, Central Texas by S. C. Ruppel 
and C. Kerans. Includes road log and articles. 
Guidebook 10, 1987, 33 p. AGS 010, $10.00 

Hydrogeology of the Edwards Aquifer–
Northern Balcones and Washita Prairie 
Segments by J. C. Yelderman, Jr., Coordinator. 
Includes road log and articles. Guidebook 11, 
1987, 91 p. AGS 011, $12.00 

Congress Avenue, Austin, Texas–Lessons in 
Economic Geology, Architecture, and History 
by C. M. Woodruff, Jr., Coordinator. Includes 
several articles and street log of Congress 
Avenue. Guidebook 12, 1988, 56 p. AGS 012, 
$10.00 

Faults and Fractures in the Balcones Fault 
Zone, Austin Region, Central Texas by E. W. 
Collins and S. E. Laubach, Coordinators with an 
experimental demonstration by B. C. Vendeville 
and a summary of the regional fracture patterns 
by W. R. Muehlberger. Includes road log. 
Guidebook 13, 1990, reprinted 2004, 34 p. AGS 
013, $12.00  

Water Quality Issues for Barton Creek and 
Barton Springs by D. A. Johns, Field Trip 
Leader. Guidebook to field trip containing road 
log of eight stops, excerpts from the report of the 
Barton Springs Task Force to the Texas Water 
Commission, and five articles on Barton Creek 
and Barton Springs. Guidebook 14, 1991, 95 p. 
AGS 014, $15.00 

Edwards Aquifer–Water Quality and Land 
Development in the Austin, Texas, Area by D. 
A. Johns and C. M. Woodruff, Jr. Includes six 
articles and a road log to six stops in the Austin 
area. Guidebook 15, 1994, 66 p. AGS 015, 
$10.00 

Fractures Caused by North-South 
Compression, Eastern Llano Uplift, Central 
Texas: A Field Guide by David Amsbury, 
Russell Hickerson, and Walter Haenggi. 
Includes road log and details of six stops. 
Guidebook 16, 1991, 31 p. AGS 016, $8.00 

Zilker Park Walking Tour Guidebook: A 
Recreational Visit to the Edwards Limestone 
by J. L. Walker and P. R. Knox. Includes the 
geologic setting of the Zilker Park area with a 
guide to Zilker Park trail (11 stops) and a guide 
to the Barton Creek greenbelt (8 stops). Well 
illustrated. Guidebook 18, 1994, 48 p. AGS 018, 
$10.00 
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A Look at the Hydrostratigraphic Members of 
the Edwards Aquifer in Travis and Hays 
Counties, Texas by N. M. Hauwert and J. A. 
Hanson, Coordinators. Seven articles and a field 
trip road log that represents an update of 
research focusing on the Barton Springs 
segment of the Edwards Aquifer. Guidebook 19, 
1995, 81 p. AGS 019, $15.00 

Urban Karst: Geological Excursions in Travis 
and Williamson Counties, Texas. C. M. 
Woodruff, Jr. and C. L. Sherrod. Road log for 
one-day field trip with seven stops. Guidebook 
20, 1996, 73 p. AGS 020, $16.00 

The Hill Country Appellation: A Geologic 
Tour of Selected Vineyards and Wineries of 
Central Texas by C. M. Woodruff, Jr., P. R. 
Rose, and J. W. Sansom, Jr. Guidebook 18, 
1998, 56 p. AGS GB018, $10.00 

Rocks, Resources, and Recollections: A 
Geologic Tour of the “Forty Acres:” The 
University of Texas at Austin Campus by C. 
W. Woodruff, Jr., and B. L. Kirkland, 
coordinators. Guidebook 19, 1999, 62 p. AGS 
GB019, $12.00 

Geology and Historical Mining, Llano Uplift 
Region, Central Texas by Chris Caran, Mark 
Helper, and Richard Kyle, Leaders. Guidebook 
20, 2000, 111 p. AGS GB020, $15.00 

Austin, Texas, and Beyond? Geology and 
Environment: A Field Excursion in Memory 
of L. Edwin Garner by C. M. Woodruff, Jr., and 
E. W. Collins, Trip Coordinators. Guidebook 21, 
2001, 120 p. AGS GB021, $15.00 

Time, Land, and Barton Creek—An 
Excursion to Shield Ranch, Travis and Hays 
Counties, Texas by C. M. Woodruff and 
Edward W. Collins, Trip Coordinators. 
Guidebook 22, 2003, 71 p. AGS GB022, $13.00 

Lignite, Clay, and Water: The Wilcox Group 
in Central Texas by Robert E. Mace and 
Berney Williams, Trip Coordinators. Guidebook 
23, 2004, 96 p. AGS GB023, $10.00 

Tectonic History of Southern Laurentia: A 
Look at Mesoproterozoic, Late-Paleozoic, 
and Cenozoic Structures in Central Texas by 
April Hoh and Brian Hunt, Trip Coordinators. 
Guidebook 24, 2004, 90 p. AGS GB 24, $18.00 

Geology, Frontier History, and Selected 
Wineries of the Hill Country Appellation, 
Central Texas by P. R. Rose and C. M. 
Woodruff, Jr. Guidebook 25, 2005, 109 p. AGS 
GB 25, $15.00 

Volcanic Features of the Austin Area, Texas, 
by S. C. Caran, Todd Housh, and A. J. 
Cherepon. Guidebook 26, 110 p., 1 CD, Spring 
2006. AGS GB 26, $25.00 

Geology of the Karnes Uranium District, 
Texas, by A.J. Cherepon, J.E. Brandt, and W.E. 
Galloway, Guidebook 27, 2007, 85 p., 1 CD 
AGS GB 27, $22.00 

Reimers Ranch and Westcave Preserve—
Landscapes, Water, and Lower Cretaceous 
Stratigraphy of the Pedernales Watershed, 
Western Travis County, Texas, by B.B. Hunt, 
C.M. Woodruff, Jr., and E.W. Collins, 2007, AGS 
GB 28 
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Austin Geological Society Membership Application:

Please enroll me in the Austin Geological Society as (check one):          Date: ____________________

O Renewal Active Member ($20 dues/year) 

O Renewal Student Member ($5 dues/year) 

O New Active Member ($20 prior to November, $15 Nov.-Jan., $10 Feb.-April, $5 May-July) 

O New Student Member ($5 prior to November, $3.75 Nov.-Jan., $2.50 Feb.-April, $1.25 May-July) 

• Name: __________________________________________________________________________

Renewing Members:

O Check here if your previous year membership information in AGS files is current. If your information is current,

you do not need to fill out the rest of the form. 

New Members or Renewing Members With Changes:

• Telephone: (Office)_____________________________(Home)______________________________

• Mailing Address:

Street or box: ___________________________________________________________________

City:______________________________________ Zip: _________________________________

• Email Address: ___________________________________________________________________

O Check here if you would prefer having the AGS Newsletter emailed to your email account.

O Check here if you do not want meeting notices emailed to your email account.

O Check here if you do not want your email or mailing address releases to other geological entities.

• Background:

Employer: _____________________________________________________________________

College Education (degree and field, year, school):______________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Present Focus: _________________________________________________________________

Disciplines of Interest: ____________________________________________________________

Mail this form and payment to: 
Treasurer, Austin Geological Society, P.O. Box 1302, Austin, TX 78767-1302

We invite you to become a member of the Austin Geological Society and share in our programs. Your
membership will bring you: 

• notice of AGS meetings with speakers. 

• notice of AGS field trips to sites of geological interest. 

• social gatherings of geological professionals in the Austin area. 

• a monthly newsletter to keep you informed of Society and regional news of interest to geologists.

• the opportunity to become acquainted with other geologists in the Austin area. 

The requirements for membership are:
• To be eligible for Active Membership, an applicant shall have a degree in geology from a recognized college or

university, or the equivalent experience, or have been actively engaged in the application of geology or related
scientific or professional work for a minimum of two years. 

• Consideration of Honorary Membership shall be based on continued dedication and service to the Austin
Geological Society. Honorary members shall be selected by the Executive Board. Any Active Member may submit
the name of an individual to the Executive Board for consideration as an Honorary Member. 

• Any person who is a student in good standing, studying for a degree in geology or related science, is eligible for
Student Membership. Student Members shall not be eligible to vote or hold elective office.
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AUSTIN GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
 

CONSTITUTION 
 

Approved October 7, 1965 
Revised December 21, 1990 

Revised August 14, 1995 
Revised May 1, 2000 

Revised August 27, 2007 
 

ARTICLE I  
 

Name and Objectives  
 

Section 1. This organization shall be named "Austin Geological Society."  
 
Section 2. The objectives of the Society are:  
 

(1)  to stimulate interest in and promote advancement of geology;  
(2)  to facilitate discussion and dissemination of geologic information;  
(3)  to encourage social and professional cooperation among geologists and 

associated scientists;  
(4)  to maintain a high professional standing among the members; and  
(5)  to enhance public understanding of the professional activities of the members.  
 

ARTICLE II  
 

Membership  
 

Section 1. The members of the Society shall consist of persons concerned with the science and 
practice of geology.  

 
Section 2.  Various classifications of memberships and qualifications thereof shall be established by 
   the Bylaws of the Society.  
 

ARTICLE III  
 

Government 
  

The government of the Society shall be vested in five (5) elected officers and an Executive Board. The 
composition of this government, the manner of selection, the terms of office, the specific duties, 
responsibilities, and other matters relevant to such bodies and officers shall be as provided in the 
Bylaws of the Society. Any responsibility and authority of government of the Society not otherwise 
specified in these governing documents shall be reserved for the Executive Board.  
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ARTICLE IV  
 

Amendments 
  

Amendments to this Constitution may be proposed at any time by petition signed by at least 20 percent 
of the Active Members or by the Executive Board. Adoption of such amendments shall be by ballot in 
which approval is given by at least three-fourth of the total number of Active Members. There shall be 
an intervening Regular Meeting before the balloting and subsequent to the submission of the 
amendment. 
  

ARTICLE V  
 

Dissolution of Society 
  

In the event it should be deemed advisable to dissolve the Society, all assets at the time of dissolution 
shall be donated to a worthy geologic cause, as selected by the Executive Board. 
  

ARTICLE VI  
 

Bylaws  
 

The Bylaws, consisting of six (6) articles as appended hereto, are adopted and may be amended, 
enlarged, or reduced as provided in the Bylaws.  
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AUSTIN GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

 

BYLAWS 

 

ARTICLE I 

 

Membership 
 
Section 1.  The membership of this organization shall be made up of Active, Honorary, and 

Student Members. 
 

(1)  To be eligible for Active Membership, an applicant shall have a degree in 
geology from a recognized college or university, or the equivalent 
experience, or have been actively engaged in the application of geology or 
related scientific or professional work for a minimum of two (2) years. 

(2)  Consideration for Honorary Membership shall be based on continued 
dedication and service to the Austin Geological Society. Honorary 
members shall be selected by the Executive Board. Any Active Member 
may submit the name of an individual to the Executive Board for 
consideration as an Honorary Member.  

(3) Any person who is a student in good standing, studying for a degree in 
geology or related science, is eligible for Student Membership. Student 
Members shall not be eligible to vote or hold elective office.  

 
Section 2.  Any member who is in arrears of dues or legally incurred indebtedness to the 

Society shall be suspended from the Society. The Executive Board shall restore 
former membership status to any such suspended member when the indebtedness 
has been liquidated.  

 
Section 3.  All Active, Honorary, and Student Members shall be guided by the highest 

standards of business ethics, personal honor, and professional conduct. Any 
member who, after proper investigation by the Executive Board, is found guilty of 
violating any of these standards of conduct may be admonished, suspended, 
allowed to resign, or expelled from membership at the discretion of the Executive 
Board.  
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Section 4.  Applicants for membership shall submit an application and dues to the Treasurer. 
Membership applications shall include the following information:  

 
(1)  Professional affiliation,  
(2)  Education, and  
(3)  A statement of how the prospective member qualifies for membership.  

 
New members shall be announced in the next newsletter and introduced to the 
Society at the next meeting.  

 

 

 

ARTICLE II 

 
Dues and Special Assessments  

 
Section 1.  The annual dues for Active Members and Student Members of the Society shall 

be established at the beginning of each administrative year by the Executive 
Board. Dues shall be payable on or before November 1 each year. No dues shall 
be required of Honorary Members.  

 
Section 2.  Dues for new members who join the Society after the beginning of the 

administrative year shall be prorated according to the quarter of the administrative 
year.  

 
Section 3.  Members who are in arrears for dues and/or special assessments for a period of 

three (3) months shall be deemed suspended and may be dropped from the rolls at 
the discretion of the Executive Board. Such former members may be reinstated by 
the Executive Board upon payment of dues and/or special assessments in arrears 
plus a reinstatement fee of 25 percent of the amount owed.  

 
 
 

ARTICLE III  

 
Officers  

 
Section 1.  The officers of this organization shall be the President, President-Elect, Vice-

President, Secretary, and Treasurer. The tenure of these officers shall be one (1) 
administrative year.  

 
Section 2.  The duties of the President shall be to preside at all meetings, call Special 

Meetings, appoint such committees as are not provided for in the Bylaws, and, 
jointly with the Secretary and Treasurer, sign all written contracts and other 
obligations of the Society. The President shall assume the duties of Chairperson 
of the Executive Board and supervise the business of the Society. The President 
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shall also be responsible for making arrangements for a meeting place for Regular 
Meetings and providing for an annual audit of financial records.  

 
Section 3.  The duties of the President-Elect shall be to participate in Executive Board 

meetings and serve as understudy to the President. The President-Elect will 
assume the office of the President the following year. The President-Elect shall 
also serve as Chairperson of the Election Committee.  

 
Section 4.  The duties of the Vice-President shall be to assume the office of president when a 

vacancy for any cause occurs and assume the duties of the President during the 
absence or disability of the President. In addition, the Vice-President shall serve 
as Chairperson of the Technical Program Committee.  

 
Section 5.  The duties of the Secretary shall be to keep the Minutes of all meetings, to attend 

to all correspondence and press notices, to receive and be custodian of all 
documents and papers of the Society, and to notify all Executive Board members 
of each Executive Board Meeting. The Secretary shall also serve as Chairperson 
of the Newsletter Committee. The Secretary, jointly with the President and 
Treasurer, shall sign all written contracts and other obligations of the Society and 
shall assume the duties of the President in the absence of the President and Vice-
President.  

 
Section 6.  The duties of the Treasurer shall be to receive and disburse all funds as authorized 

by the Society, to keep accurate accounts thereof, and to submit annually a report 
of the Treasurer's records for auditing. The Treasurer shall be present or delegate 
a substitute to be present at each Regular Meeting to collect monies and 
membership applications. The Treasurer, jointly with the President and Secretary, 
shall sign all written contracts and other obligations of the Society, and shall 
assume the duties of the President in the absence of the President, Vice-President, 
and Secretary.  

 
Section 7.  The Executive Board shall consist of the President, President-Elect, Vice-

President, Treasurer, and the last available past President. The Executive Board's 
duties shall be to appoint officers to fill vacancies occurring during the 
administrative year, except the office of President to which the Vice-President 
shall succeed; and to have general supervision of the organization.  

 
Section 8.  The election of officers shall be held at the Annual Meeting. Nominations shall be 

made by the Election Committee consisting of the President-Elect and at least two 
members appointed by the President-Elect. This Committee shall nominate two or 
more candidates for each elective office to be announced in the Society 
Newsletter prior to the Annual Meeting. At the Annual Meeting, additional 
nominations may be made from the floor following the report of the Election 
Committee. The Election Committee shall be responsible for preparation, 
distribution, and collection of the ballots at the Annual Meeting, and the 
tabulation of the results of said balloting. The committee shall present the results 
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of the balloting to the President of the Society during the Annual Meeting so that 
the newly elected officers may be presented to the Society. Voting shall be by 
secret ballot. Ballots shall be distributed during registration at the Annual Meeting 
and shall be returned to the Election Committee upon completion. If none of the 
candidates for a particular office obtains a majority of the votes cast, the candidate 
with the least number of votes shall be eliminated and a second ballot taken. If 
there is a tie between two candidates, a second ballot shall be taken at the Annual 
Meeting. If, after the second ballot, there is still a tie, the winner shall be decided 
by the flip of a coin.  

 
 
 

ARTICLE IV  

 
Standing Committees  

 
Section 1.  There shall be the following Standing Committees within the Society:  
 

• Publications Committee,  
• Technical Program Committee,  
• Newsletter Committee,  
• Field Trip Committee,  
• Membership Committee,  
• Web Committee,  
• Election Committee,  
• Awards Committee,  
• Education Committee, and  
• AGS Bulletin Committee.  
 
The President shall appoint a Chairperson to those committees not already chaired 
by an officer. These appointments shall be for one administrative year. The 
Chairperson of a Standing Committee may, in turn, appoint any additional 
members in good standing with the Society to his or her committee.  
In addition to the aforesaid standing committees, there is the Nominating 
Committee, as previously set forth in Article III, Section 8, of the Bylaws. The 
President may appoint any special committees as the Executive Board may 
authorize.  
 
Any Committee Chairperson or member may be removed and replaced by a new 
appointee upon majority action of the Executive Board.  

 
Section 2.  The purpose of the Publications Committee is to oversee the sale of Society 

publications and assist in the publication of any other manuscripts or documents 
the Executive Board may authorize.  
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Section 3.  The function of the Technical Program Committee is to provide a program for the 
Regular Meetings of the Society and to make necessary arrangements for that 
program.  

 
Section 4.  The function of the Newsletter Committee shall be to prepare and mail a 

newsletter to serve as an announcement of Society Meetings.  
 
Section 5.  The purpose of the Field Trip Committee shall be to organize the Society field 

trips on a suggested schedule of one in the fall and one in the spring.  
 
Section 6.  The Membership Committee shall encourage membership, assist the Treasurer 

and Newsletter Chairperson, maintain a list of active members, and prepare the 
Society Directory.  

 
Section 7.  The Web Committee shall be responsible for the design and upkeep of the Society 

Web page.  
 
Section 8.  The Awards/Scholarship Committee shall nominate and recommend award and 

scholarship candidates to the Executive Board.  
 
Section 9. The Education Committee shall be responsible for promoting and facilitating 

AGS involvement in earth science education in Austin-area schools and outreach 
to the general public.  

 
Section 10.  The AGS Bulletin Committee is composed of an Editor (Chairperson) and an 

editorial team responsible for the annual publication [of the Society] summarizing 
significant news and events from the preceding year, including the abstracts of 
talks given at the monthly meetings. It is also a forum for publication of 
geoscientific papers and notes of regional interest.  

 
 
 

ARTICLE V  

 
Meetings  

 
Section 1.  The meetings of the Society shall be of three classes: Regular, Executive Board, 

and Annual.  
 
Section 2.  The Society shall hold at least one Regular Meeting each month from August 

through April except that, by vote of the Executive Board, additional Regular 
Meetings may be held or Regular Meetings may be discontinued for a period not 
to exceed three months. The appropriate time and place for Regular Meetings 
shall be selected by the President or a delegated Committee.  
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Section 3.  Executive Board Meetings shall be held at such times and places and for such 
purposes as the Executive Board deems necessary and as announced by the 
President.  

 
Section 4.  The Annual Meeting shall be held during the month of May at a place and time 

designated by the Executive Board. The purpose of this meeting will be to 
complete the business of the administrative year and shall include the following 
order of business:  

 
(1)  Report of the Executive Board, the President, the Treasurer, and the 

Standing Committees. Standing Committees may be considered with the 
report from the President.  

(2)  Old or unfinished business.  
(3)  New business.  
(4)  Election of new officers.  
(5)  Program.  
(6)  Presentation of new officers.  

 
Section 5.  The administrative year shall be from August 1 of one year to July 31 of the 

following year.  
 
 
 

ARTICLE VI  

 
Awards  

 
Section 1.  The Awards Committee shall submit recommendations to the Executive Board for 

the Public Service Award, the Distinguished Service Award, and for scholarships 
to be awarded by the Society.  

 
Section 2.  The Public Service Award shall be given to recognize contribution of members to 

the Society to public affairs and to encourage geologists to take a more active part 
in such affairs. The recipient shall be a member of the Society, but may be in any 
class of membership. This award may be given without regard to previous awards. 
Granting the award in any year shall be discretionary.  

 
Section 3.  The Distinguished Service Award shall be given to members who have 

distinguished themselves in singular and beneficial long-term service to the 
Society. The emphasis shall be on long-term and, at the same time, meaningful 
service to the Society. The term singular does not necessarily mean without 
precedence, but rather that the activity be specific as distinguished from general 
service. More than one member of the Society may be considered in any one year 
for the award, but Honorary Members should generally be excluded.  
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Section 4.  Scholarships shall be awarded from an endowed scholarship fund. The Executive 
Board shall select scholarship recipients from candidates recommended by the 
Awards Committee. Granting scholarships in any year shall be discretionary.  

 
 
 

ARTICLE VII  

 
Amendment to Bylaws  

 
Amendments to the Bylaws shall be made by vote of three-fourths of the Active Members 
present at any Regular Meeting, provided that due notice of the proposed amendment has been 
submitted to the members of the Society at least two weeks in advance of the date on which the 
ballot is taken, and provided a quorum (twenty-five percent of the Active Membership) is present 
at said meeting. 
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Photograph of Stop 3 on Reimers Ranch that will look at the Cow Creek and possibly the Hammett Shale Contact. 




